
 
 
PPE and Handling Materials Guidance for the School Setting (May 2020) 
  
  
Key Points: 

● Practice social distancing, and stay home if sick. 
● MDH recommends wearing cloth face coverings in school settings where other 

social distancing measures are difficult to maintain: 
○ Wash hands thoroughly before putting on the mask. 
○ Remove the mask carefully and wash your hands thoroughly after 

removing. 
○ Wash the mask after each use. 
○ Cloth masks do not provide adequate protection for others if the person 

wearing the mask has symptoms compatible with COVID-19. Ill persons 
should stay at home. 

○ Wearing cloth masks does not replace the need to continue frequent hand 
washing, avoiding touching the face, and practicing social distancing, 
which are our best tools to help prevent the spread of illness. 

● Wear gloves if available: 
○ As long as the staff member does not touch their face, your cellphone or 

come in direct contact with another individual or other bodily fluids, one 
pair of gloves would be sufficient for handling materials. 

○ If gloves become soiled, they should be changed. 
○ Glove for both distributing and collecting. 
○ Medical gloves are not required, work gloves may also be worn. 

●  Wash hands or use hand sanitizer before/after handling materials. 

Materials Collection and Handling: Prepping for Pickups 

● Don’t prepare materials when ill. 
● Label materials to help with pickup and bagging may help with contactless 

pickup. 
● If possible, consider waiting at least 24 hours to distribute prepared materials. 

Materials Collection and Handling: Pickup/Drop-off Process 

●  If possible, designate a location outside the building. 
○ Consider pick-up/drop-off lines to avoid having people leave vehicles & 

use visual cues to direct traffic. 



○ Consider staggering pickup and drop-off schedules to minimize gathering 
and reinforce that ill individuals SHOULD NOT participate in 
pickup/drop-off. 

  

Cleaning Returned Materials 

● People are much more likely to get infected by close contact with an infected 
person, and not by touching a contaminated surface. However, returned 
materials that cannot be cleaned may be set aside for up to 24 hours before 
recirculating them. 

● Paper-based materials do not require specific cleaning or disinfection. 
● Non-porous materials with plastic covers or coatings can be wiped with a 

disinfectant wipe. 
● Electronics are high touch – clean following manufacturer’s instructions. If there 

is no guidance, use an alcohol-based wipe or spray with at least 70% alcohol, 
and let the surface dry thoroughly. 
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