
MMWR	published	online	(MMWR)	details	the	concerning	drops	nationally	in	childhood	
vaccination	rates	during	the	current	pandemic	crisis.	We	wanted	to	give	you	and	your	
organization	a	“heads	up”	and	provide	some	general	talking	points	MDH	will	be	using	if	
contacted	by	media.	We	are	also	seeing	similar	data	trends	in	our	state:	

•  In 2020, we begin to see a decrease in the number of MMR doses per week at about 
week 7 (2/12/20-2/18/20) and a dramatic drop in the last 3 weeks of March, with only 
865 doses administered during week 13 of 2020 (3/25/20-3/31/20). This represents an 
approximately 71% decrease compared to the previous year. 

•  Overall, MIIC administration data points to a decrease in routine preventative 
immunization services. Using PCV13 administration as a proxy for overall vaccine 
administration in children under 2 years of age, MIIC is showing a 31% decrease in doses 
administered in April 2020 compared to April 2019. 

Talking Points	

•  We have seen a similar drop in immunizations in MN like they are seeing nationally. 
•  Well-child visits where immunizations and other developmental screenings happen are 

still essential visits. 
•  Vaccines are recommended at times when they will provide the best protection and 

when babies are most at risk. Delaying vaccines can leave children vulnerable to serious 
diseases.  

•  Keeping babies on schedule with their immunizations is important so they don’t have to 
catch up on their vaccinations later as we could be at risk for outbreaks from other 
diseases if children are left unprotected.  

•  The COVID-19 outbreak has certainly changed how people access health care and 
caused many to avoid going into clinics unless they have to, so it’s understandable that 
parents may have some fears or are confused. 

•  We’ve shared some general guidance for clinics to help find ways to make the clinic 
environment safe for staff and patients so on-time immunization visits can still 
happen: https://www.health.state.mn.us/immunize. 

•  Many clinics and health systems are finding creative ways to help make sure these 
important screenings and medical services still happen so children do not fall behind. 
Things like in-home visits, drive up clinics, and designating certain hours or rooms for 
these well child visits to happen. 

•  Talk to your child’s doctor about staying on track with well-visits during COVID-19. 
These are important for staying on track with immunizations, and watching mental and 
physical growth. 

•  If cost is a concern, parents should talk to their child’s clinic about the MN Vaccines for 
Children program. This program provides free or low-cost vaccines to children who 
don’t have health insurance or whose insurance does not cover the cost of vaccines. 
Most pediatric clinics in MN participate in this program, so just ask your provider or 
visithttps://www.health.state.mn.us/people/immunize/basics/howpay.html to learn 
more. 


